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ORDINANCE NO. 17539

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN JOSE AMENDING CHAPTER 2,
ARTICLE IX OF THE SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING 
SECTION 9206(v) TO DEFINE PEDESTRIAN WAY TO INCLUDE 
BICYCLE TRAFFIC; AMENDING SECTION 9208 TO STRIKE THE 
REQUIREMENT OF INCLUDING A STATEMENT ON TENTATIVE MAPS 
THAT THE SUBDIVIDER WILL CONFORM TO THE CITY STREET 
TREE PLAN; AMENDING SECTION 9259 TO MODIFY CERTAIN 
RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTHS, ROADWAY WIDTHS, LOCATION OF SIDE­
WALKS AND PLANTING STRIP WIDTHS; AMENDING SECTION 
9260 TO MODIFY MINIMUM STREET GRADIENTS; AMENDING SEC­
TION 9261 TO PROVIDE FOR A GREATER PROPERTY LINE CORNER 
RADIUS AT THE INTERSECTION OF TWO (2) STREETS, AND 
ALLOWING THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING TO REQUIRE A GREATER 
OR LESSER PROPERTY LINE CORNER RADIUS; AMENDING SECTION 
9269 TO ALLOW A RIGHT-OF-WAY RADIUS OF NOT LESS THAN 
THIRTY-EIGHT FEET (38!), UPON APPROVAL OF THE FIRE CHIEF,
IN CUL-DE-SAC STREETS FOUR HUNDRED FIFTEEN FEET (415')
OR LESS IN LENGTH; AMENDING SECTION 9277 TO ALLOW A MINIMUM FRONTAGE OF TWENTY-SEVEN FEET^/S/') FOR CERTAIN 
LOTS FRONTING ON THE TURNING CIRCLE AT THE END OF A CUL- 
DE-SAC ON THE RETURN OF AN ELBOW CREATED BY THE EMPLOY­
MENT OF CERTAIN RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTHS.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN JOSE:

SECTION 1. Section 9206(v) of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San 
Jose Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

9206(v). Pedestrian Way. As used in this Chapter, "pedestrian 
way" shall mean a right of way for the use of the public for pedestrian
and bicycle traffic only.

SECTION 2. Section 9208 of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San
Jose Municipal Code is hereby amended to read -as follows:

9208. Tentative Map Requirements. Tentative' maps which are re­
quired to be filed with the Director shall be prepared under the direc­
tion of a licensed land surveyor or registered civil engineer, shall be 
clearly and legibly drawn to scale, shall be of such size and form as 
may be prescribed by the Director, and shall clearly show and contain 
all of the following:

(a) The commercial name of the proposed subdivision 
and the subdivision tract number, if any has been assigned, 
placed in the lower right-hand corner of the map.

(b) The date and scale of the map, north point, and the 
approximate dimensions of the boundary of the subdivision.

(c) Sufficient description to permit the property em­
braced by the map to be located on the ground, including a 
key map drawn to a scale of five hundred feet (500’) to the 
inch, showing the property in relation to the adjacent^.land 
and adjacent public streets and freeways.
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Ord. 17539

(d) The names and addresses of the record owner, the 
subdivider, and the civil engineer or land surveyor under 
whose direction the map was prepared, including the registra­
tion number and telephone number of the engineer or surveyor.

(e) The names and/or numbers of adjacent subdivisions 
and the names of the record owners of unsubdivided property 
adjoining the proposed subdivision.

(f) The proposed use of the property being subdivided.
(g) A statement regarding existing and proposed zoning 

of the property being subdivided.
(h) The location of potentially dangerous areas within 

and adjacent to the proposed subdivision, including areas 
subject to storm water overflow, inundation, flood hazard
or geological hazard, the location, width and direction of 
flow of all water courses and flood control channels, the lo­
cation of culverts, and all natural or man-made drainage de­
vices, within and adjacent to the proposed subdivision.

(i) The approximate location oi all existing buildings 
on the property proposed to be subdivided which are to be 
retained in the subdivision.

(j) The approximate location of any existing well or 
wells on the property proposed to be subdivided.

(k) The approximate location and description of signifi­
cant natural vegetation and trees, rock outcroppings, general 
slopes, natural drainage courses and other natural features 
within the proposed subdivision, together with an indication 
as to whether such features may be retained in the subdivision.

(l) The approximate radius of each center line or right- 
of-way line for streets in the proposed subdivision.

(m) The approximate lot layout and the approximate dimen­
sions of each lot and an identifying number of each lot in
the proposed subdivision.

(n) The angle of intersecting streets if such angle de­
viates from a right angle by more than four degrees (4°).

(o) The width, purpose and approximate location of all 
existing easements or rights of way (other than for freeways, 
streets and alleys), whether public or private, within the 
proposed subdivision.
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(p) The location, name (if existing), width and approx­
imate grade of existing and proposed easements or rights of 
way for freeways, streets and alleys, whether public or pri­
vate, and pedestrian ways within the proposed subdivision, 
together with typical cross sections showing the proposed 
construction of proposed streets within the proposed sub­
division, whenever such proposed construction does not ac­
cord with the standard cross sections for right-of-way widths, 
roadway widths, sidewalk widths, planting strip widths and 
median widths for various streets contained in Section 9259«

(q) If any streets or alleys shown on the tentative map 
are proposed to be private streets or alleys, they shall be 
clearly indicated and there shall be submitted supplemental 
information to the City to show why such private streets or 
alleys should be approved by the City.

(r) The source of water supply for domestic purposes and 
fire protection for the proposed subdivision.

(s) The proposed method of sewage disposal and drainage 
for the proposed subdivision.

(t) Contour lines showing one foot (1') contours for 
ground slopes of less than five feet (51) vertical distance, 
and one hundred feet (1001) horizontal distance;and five 
feet (51) countours for ground slopes in excess of five 
feet (5') vertical distance, and one hundred feet (IOC) 
horizontal distance. Contours of land adjacent to the pro­
posed subdivision shall also be shown whenever the surface 
features of such land affect the design and/or improvement 
of the proposed' subdivision. The source of contours shown 
on the map shall also be supplied.

(u) Sufficient space at least 8" x 11" for certificates, 
approvals, etc., shall be supplied; provided, however, that
if it is impracticable to place upon the tentative map any 
matter required by this Section, such matter or information 
shall be furnished in a written statement which shall be 
submitted with such map in the same number of copies as the 
tentative map.
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(v) Proposed public areas, such as school sites and 
park sites, within the proposed subdivision and on lands 
immediately adjacent thereto.
SECTION 3. Section 9259 of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San 

Jose Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
9259. Street Widths. All streets shall, subject to such excep­

tions as may be contained in this Chapter, be designed to conform to 
the following right-of-way widths, roadway widths, sidewalk widths, 
planting strip widths and median widths:
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SECTION 4. Section 9260 of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San 
Jose Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

9260. Street Gradients. The gradients of all streets shall pro­
vide adequate surface drainage for the subdivision in which they are 
located and for areas adjacent thereto. The minimum gradients of 
streets shall be point four percent Changes in gradients of all
such streets greater than one percent (1$) shall be attained by the use 
of a vertical curve. The length of the vertical curve shall be suffi­
cient to allow vehicles using such streets a safe stopping sight distance. 
In no event shall the gradients of any street create a low point on such 
street which will cause an area of ponded water greater than point 
seventy-five feet (.75') deep on said street prior to gravity surface 
flow into adjacent streets. The maximum gradient of all expressways 
shall be six percent (6$). The maximum gradient of all streets., except 
expressways, shall conform to the following maximum street gradient de­
sign standards.
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0ECTION 5- Section 9261 of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San 
Jose Municipal Code Is hereby amended to read as follows:

9261. Corner Radius. The property line corner radius at the in­
tersection of two (2) streets shall be a minimum of twenty-four feet 
(24'); provided that the Director may require a lesser or greater prop­
erty line corner radius if the safe,, efficient movement of traffic re­
quires such. The property line corner radius at the intersection of a 
street and an alley shall be a minimum of ten feet (10'); provided 
that the Director may require a lesser or greater property line corner 
radius if the safe, efficient movement of traffic requires such.

SECTION 6. Section 9264 of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San 
Jose Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

9264. Cul-de-sac. Cul-de-sac streets shall not be longer than 
five hundred feet (500'); provided that the Director may permit certain 
cul-de-sac streets in a proposed subdivision to be of greater length if 
he finds that because of the proposed design and/or proposed improve­
ments in such subdivision, such cul-de-sac streets of greater length 
are adequate in such subdivision. Turning circles at the end of cul- 
de-sac streets shall have a right-of-way radius of not less than forty- 
two feet (42') and a roadway radius of not less than thirty feet (30'); 
provided that cul-de-sac streets four hundred fifteen feet (415') or 
less in length may, with approval of the City Fire Chief, have a right- 
of-way radius of not less than thirty-eight feet (38'); provided that 
the right-of-way radius for cul-de-sac streets located in hillside 
areas shall not be less than thirty-five feet (35')- All cul-de-sacs 
shall be designed so that the storm waters deposited on the said cul- 
de-sac shall flow to the entrance street; provided that the Director 
may waive this requirement because of the proposed design or topography 
of the proposed subdivision upon recommendation by the City Engineer 
that such requirement should be waived.

SECTION 7. Section 9277 of Chapter 2 of Article IX of the San 
Jose Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

9277. Lot Frontage. Each lot shall have frontage of not less 
than fifty-five feet (55') on a street, except:
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(a) Lots containing an area of 7,999 square feet or 
less having frontage on the turning circle at the end of cul- 
de-sac streets four hundred fifteen feet (415') in length or 
less,, with a right-of-way radius of not less than thirty-eight 
feet (38') approved by the Fire Chief which may have a minimum 
frontage of twenty-seven feet (27') or the return of an elbow 
created by the employment of the right-of-way widths for Minor 
Streets (B) or Collector Streets Two (2) Lanes Undivided (B) 
contained in Section 9259*

(b) Lots containing an area of 7^999 square feet or 
less having frontage on the turning circle at the end of 
cul-de-sac streets or the return of an elbow which may have 
a minimum frontage of thirty feet (30').

(c) Lots containing an area of 8,000 square feet or 
more, having frontage on the turning circle at the end of 
cul-de-sac streets or the return of an elbow which may have 
a minimum lot frontage of thirty-five feet (35').

(d) Lots fronting on the convex side of curved streets 
center line radius of five hundred feet (500') or less which 
may have a minimum frontage of forty feet (40').

(e) Lots which may have frontage on an approved street 
by means of a corridor not less than twenty feet (20') wide 
and not more than three hundred feet (300') long., if the Di­
rector shall, in the exercise of reasonable judgment, deter­
mine such frontage is advisable in view of the size, shape, 
use or physical or other conditions of the property proposed 
to be subdivided. Each such lot, exclusive of said corridor, 
shall be required to meet the minimum square footage required 
by the applicable zoning district. Not more than two (2) 
such lots shall be so provided access by any one corridor.
When such corridor provides such access to one lot, such 
corridor shall be contained within the bounds of, and be a 
part of, such lot. When such corridor provides such access 
to more than one (1) lot, one-half (1/2) of such corridor 
shall be a part of and contained within the bounds of one (1)

-7-



Ord. 17539

of the lots, and one-half (1/2) of such corridor shall he a 
part of and contained within the hounds of the other lot.

PASSED FOR PUBLICATION OF TITLE this 23rd_______ day of
December 19 lb

AYES: Hayes, Naylor, Self and WiIson

NOES: Colla, Garza, and Mineta

ABSENT: None


